
West Coast Convening
San Francisco, CA

June 24, 2018

Welcome to Amplifier’s West Coast Convening. In a city known for innovation, we will 
bring together ancient traditions with new ideas to build a better future for our society 
and the Jewish community.

8:30 - 9:00am Breakfast & Registration

9:00 - 10:25am Rooted in Tradition: An Exploration of Why We Give
Joelle Berman: Executive Director, Amplifier
Sara Velten: Vice President of Philanthropy, Latino Community Foundation

Together, we will engage in a cross-cultural conversation with the Latino Community 
Foundation to kick off our day of learning together: How do each of our communities’ 
values and traditions inspire us to give? We’ll explore what’s unique and similar about 
Latino and Jewish giving traditions and challenge each other to ground our work in what 
most inspires us.

10:30 - 11:45am Workshops

Giving Circles 101
New to giving circles or want a refresher course? Join us for an introduction to this 
innovative model, including a hands-on “pop-up giving circle” experience where you 
will make a real grant, plus a mini-workshop on designing your own giving circle from 
the ground-up. 

Judaism in Action: What Jewish Tradition Can Teach Us
Giving together is more meaningful when our work is grounded in shared values and 
history. Drawing from Jewish tradition, we’ll explore how to authentically integrate 
values, ritual and more throughout every part of the giving circle process.

Leadership Development for Giving Circle Sustainability and Impact
Giving circles develop the leaders we need for our collective future: in our institutions, 
communities and beyond. We’ll learn from several models of giving circle leadership 
and discuss best practices for how to make your giving circle sustainable and take 
your membership from high-potential to high-impact.

11:45 - 12:30pm Lunch

https://www.amplifiergiving.org/
https://latinocf.org/


12:35 - 1:30pm Beyond Giving Together: The Future of Giving Circles
Hali Lee: Founder, Faces of Giving
Mario Lugay: Entrepreneur-in-Residence, GuideStar; Collaboration Director, Justice Funders

We know that giving circles have impact above and beyond grant dollars distributed. 
Giving circles are sites of collaboration, dissent and transformation. Together we’ll chart 
the opportunity that engaged giving communities hold to become our civic homes.

1:35 - 2:45pm Workshops
Reaching Across Generations: Learning & Giving Together
In our world today, young people are stepping up into leadership and standing up for 
their values. We’ll glean insights from an international network of teen giving circles 
and explore what different generations can learn from each other about giving back.

Giving Circle Facilitation Workshop
Giving together is exciting, invigorating, and empowering… when leaders feel 
confident in their facilitation skills. In this session, brush up on your giving circle 
facilitation skills to lead giving circle meetings for maximum impact.

Case Study: Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley’s Giving Circle
Want to hardwire your giving circle for long term sustainability and maximum 
impact? Learn from two dedicated volunteers who have led their giving circle through 
multiple cycles, staff transitions and continue to grow and deepen their work through 
community building and member engagement.

2:50 - 3:30pm Looking Ahead: Moving from Inspiration into Action 
In wrapping up a day of connecting with each other and learning together, we’ll look to 
the months ahead. We’ll each emerge with a plan for how we can bring this experience 
back to our communities in more meaningful ways and give better, together.

http://www.facesofgiving.org/
https://www.guidestar.org/Home.aspx
http://www.justicefunders.org/

