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"The white supremacist rally in Charlottesville is the latest 
indication that the darkest corners of society are emboldened to 

come forward and openly parade their bigotry on main street. 
Hate has no place in our communities."       

 
- Jonathan Greenblatt - CEO, Anti-Defamation League
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The would-be rally in Charlottesville and its aftermath appears to have sparked a new refrain: “White civil 
rights movement.” 

The chaos surrounding the “Unite the Right” event in Virginia was significant for a number of reasons, even 
beyond the violence and hatred on display. The largest public gathering of white supremacists in at least a 
decade, the group showcased remarkable cohesion among a broad cross-section of the white supremacist 
movement, illustrating how energized the racist and anti-Semitic movement has become in the past eight 
months.  

Charlottesville was significant because, while it was organized largely by Jason Kessler and other members of 
groups fashioning themselves as the alt-right, it was very much a “big tent” white supremacist event. Even the 
racist skinhead group Hammerskins, who generally eschew public gatherings in favor of white power music 
concerts, showed up. 
The event not only brought different types of white supremacists together, it brought them together in 
greater numbers, including, it seems, people who’d never attended anything like this before. 

Whatever their disparities in ideology and uniforms, the white supremacists saw this as an opportunity to 
come together, very publicly, to voice their beliefs on a national stage. This speaks in part to the successful 
efforts on the alt-right to motivate communal action, but it also shows a larger willingness among white 
supremacists to espouse their views in broad daylight. This is a population that's been emboldened by the 
divisive political rhetoric that gained traction during the 2016 presidential campaign. 
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And now, in the wake of the tragic events in Charlottesville, white supremacists are holding press conferences, 
vowing additional rallies, and, most notably, translating their longstanding and false sense of victimhood into a 
new propaganda tagline: #whitecivilrights.  

White supremacists on Twitter went ablaze late Saturday and into Sunday with stories and comments from 
aggrieved racists, angry that their civil and First Amendment rights had been allegedly trampled by the police 
and other authorities in Charlottesville. 

“The white civil rights volunteers are the only people who had a permit to be there,” raged one. “The others 
were racist and Bolsheviks.” Said another: “Bull Conner is alive and well in Virginia.” 

On Sunday morning, the online propaganda arm of the alt-right movement broadcast its plans for moving 
forward: “Charlottesville Was a Turning Point for White People in America,” bellowed the top headline at 
Richard Spencer’s altright.com. “The White Civil Rights Movement Began in Charlottesville,” was the sub-
heading. 

White supremacists, it turns out, are top-level whiners: Their right to speak had been shut down, they 
claimed. 

On the racist website VDare, a headline blared: “The System Revealed: Antifa, Virginia Politicians and Police 
Work Together to Shut Down Unite the Right.” 

For some of the ostensibly victimized racists, even President Trump, who some accused of giving white 
supremacists a pass in his much-criticized Saturday statements on Charlottesville, was now attacking them, 
after a more forceful White House statement on Sunday that called out and condemned the white 
supremacists specifically and follow-up comments by Trump on Monday explicitly calling out racism and the 
KKK. 

Modern white supremacists have always trafficked in the language of victimhood – they are “under attack” 
from immigrants, there is an ongoing “white genocide” decimating the white race – but the announcement of 
a “white civil rights” movement, and the absurd historical parities suggested by that term, is evidence that 
they are taking their rhetoric to the next level. 

People of good will in this nation should feel empowered, regardless of faith, race, background, or political 
persuasion, to take action: Counter the new white supremacist propaganda line with language that speaks to 
all that is good about America’s inclusiveness. 

During this extraordinary, trying time, none of us can afford to be complacent. As Heather Heyer, who was 
killed by James Fields in Charlottesville on Saturday, posted prominently on her Facebook page: If you’re not 
outraged, you’re not paying attention. 

Oren Segal is director of the Anti-Defamation League’s Center on Extremism. 

Source:  http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/civil-rights/346590-welcome-to-the-white-civil-rights-
movement 
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ADL Calls On White House: Name the Hate,
Disavow All Ties and Devise Plan of Action to
Confront White Supremacy

New York, NY, August 13, 2017 … The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) strongly

condemns the violence yesterday surrounding the “Unite the Right” rally in

Charlottesville, Virginia, and the hatred on display from a range of white

supremacist groups. ADL has reported extensively on right-wing extremism and the

rise of the alt-right.

ADL supports the response from many elected officials, public figures and

community leaders and welcomes President Trump’s condemnation of hate and

violence. However, the League said the president must clearly denounce white

supremacy in all forms.

ADL has been tracking extremism in the United States and yesterday’s horrific

killing and violence by the suspect, who has ties to white supremacist ideology,

could be the latest in a long string of murders tied to right wing extremism and

domestic terrorism.

ADL calls on the authorities to aggressively investigate this incident as a domestic

act of terror and swiftly bring to justice the individual responsible for the death of

one citizen and the injuries of dozens more at yesterday’s rally.
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Jonathan A. Greenblatt, ADL CEO, issued the following statement:

The gathering of extreme hate yesterday in Charlottesville is

something we have not seen in at least a decade and it continues a

troubling pattern: these extremists are emboldened and are making

every effort to exploit their visibility for their hateful cause.

Now is the time for our leadership across the board to name the hate.

This is a moment that demands moral leadership. President Trump

should acknowledge that this is not a matter of equivalence between

two sides with similar gripes. There is no rationalizing white

supremacy and no room for this vile bigotry. It is un-American and it

needs to be condemned without hesitation.

We call on the White House to terminate all staff with any ties to

these extremists. There is no rationale for employing people who

excuse hateful rhetoric and ugly incitement. They do not serve the

values embodied in our Constitution nor the interests of the American

people.

We expected this to be the largest white supremacist gathering in the

last decade. Unfortunately, it turned out to be one of the most violent

as well. ADL has been sounding the alarm about domestic terrorism

and hate crimes in America. This consistent threat requires consistent

resources.

It is long overdue for the President to develop a plan of action to

combat white supremacy and all forms of hate, including investing

funds in countering violent extremism from all ideological corners.

We stand ready to partner in this effort. Without a clear denunciation

and plan of action, these bigots are only emboldened.

https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/styles/max_2600x2600/public/2017-08/White%20Supremacist%20Rallies%20in%20Past%20Decade%20Graphic.jpg?itok=c2r-UEPl
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According to ADL’s Center on Extremism, the Charlottesville rally shows the degree

to which white supremacists feel emboldened by the current political climate. ADL

has documented a spike in the number of white supremacists recruiting on college

campuses and a series of white supremacist rallies.

On Saturday, ADL released an analysis of the wide variety of white supremacists who

attended the rally giving voice to bigoted, racist, anti-Semitic and hateful

sentiments. Attendees included members of white power groups and neo-Nazi

organizations, racist skinhead groups, Ku Klux Klan factions and white nationalist

organizations such as the Vanguard America and Identity Evropa, the League of the

South, the National Socialist Movement, the Traditionalist Workers Party, and the

Fraternal Order of Alt Knights.
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Lessons to Teach and Learn from 'Unite the
Right'
August 13, 2017

Racial hatred, bias and white supremacy were on full display in Charlottesville,

Virginia this weekend.

ANTI-BIAS EDUCATION
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In the largest and most violent gathering of white supremacists in decades, “Unite

the Right” brought together white supremacist groups including the alt-right, neo-

Nazis and the Ku Klux Klan. Their stated goal was to save the statue of Confederate

General Robert E. Lee, because like other places in the South, there are still

monuments there celebrating heroes of the Confederacy. Just a few months ago,

New Orleans removed four Confederate monuments and other cities are proposing

to follow suit, including Charlottesville, whose city council in February voted to sell

the statue and rename the park.

Chanting, “blood and soil,” “you will not replace us” and “hail Trump;” carrying

torches, homemade shields and Confederate flags; and brandishing Nazi salutes,

hundreds gathered on Friday evening and Saturday to broadcast their viewpoints

and ideology. After continued clashes, a car plowed into a crowd of peaceful

counter-protesters, killing one person and injuring nineteen. A state of emergency

was declared by Virginia’s Governor.

While we may think it’s best to protect young people from talking about these kinds

of events, they are hearing about and seeing them play out on their social media

feeds. All weekend, terms like Charlottesville, Nazi, Unite the Right, Richard

Spencer and White Supremacists all raced to the top of trending topics. We cannot

and should not shield youth from learning about this, as it reflects something

significant that is happening in our country.

As teachers and young people head back to school, what lessons can we learn and

teach from all of this? This is a teachable moment to:

Talk about the alt-right

Since the alt-right is often on the evening news and regularly makes its way into all

of our social media (including platforms followed by teens and tweens), it is a topic

certainly worth raising with high school students, as these teachers did in their

classroom. (Explain to students that alt-right is short for “alternative right," a term

https://www.adl.org/blog/violence-and-hate-unite-the-right
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/backgrounders/alt-right-a-primer-about-the-new-white-supremacy
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/04/the-alt-right-curriculum/521745/


that encompasses a range of people on the extreme right who reject mainstream

conservatism in favor of forms of conservatism that embrace implicit or explicit

racism or white supremacy.) You can also talk with young people about how

propaganda is used by extremist groups like white supremacists as a powerful

recruitment tool. Social media platforms and the internet more broadly are

employed to lure new members and sympathizers, especially young people. We

need to arm youth with tools to understand and counter extremist and hateful

content online.

Provide a historical context

In order for students to reflect on current-day white supremacy and white

nationalism, they will need to understand the history of slavery, the Confederacy,

Jim Crow, the Civil Rights Movement and how those times in history connect with

the racism and white supremacy that continue to persist in modern times. As an

opening to discuss this relevant history, begin with what’s happening today and then

follow student questions to back into its historical significance. In addition, you can

discuss noose incidents and the context of lynching, the recent push to

remove confederate monuments, swastikas and other hate symbols and racism,

violence and the criminal justice system.

Deepen understanding of the First Amendment

Amidst the chaos and clashes, Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe said, “A right to

speech is not a right to violence.” While freedom of speech means that you can share

your opinions and exchange ideas freely without government control—even if it is

hateful—there is some speech that is not protected by the First Amendment; this

includes obscenity, defamation, true threats, and incitement to imminent lawless

action. Talk with students about the First Amendment and our freedoms and

emphasize that condemning hatred, bias and white supremacy and vigorously

protecting free speech are not mutually exclusive.

Promote respect, equity and justice

https://www.adl.org/education/educator-resources/lesson-plans/outsmarting-propaganda-combatting-the-lure-of-extremist
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Promote respect, equity and justice

Parents and educators have a responsibility to be role models in standing up to and

condemning hate and bias, like the bigotry we saw over the weekend in Virginia.

Begin at an early age to discuss bias, discrimination and injustice with young

people. Help them understand how bias and hate escalate. When behaviors and

rhetoric like belittling jokes, stereotypes and insensitive remarks go unchecked,

they can lead to actions with serious consequences such as bullying, harassment,

discrimination and violence. Teach children to stand up to bias, to say or do

something by acting as an ally or activist. The adults in children’s lives can use anti-

bias education strategies, children’s literature and current events like this one as

opportunities to promote the concepts of respect, inclusiveness, equity and justice.

If we do that, they will grow into adults who can think critically and successfully live

and work in our multicultural and global world.
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Today, local, national or international tragedies happen so frequently that they can

feel almost commonplace. When a hate crime, mass shooting, act of terrorism or

other terrible and hate-inspired event occurs, one of the first questions many people

ask is, what should we tell the children? How can we explain to them what has

happened?

Despite our best efforts to protect youth from the details of hate-motivated events,

we can never assume that they are unaware of what is happening around them.

Through the internet, social media and mobile communication, youth—even very

young children—quickly become aware of events of significance in their

community and world, and need opportunities to process their feelings and share

their fears in sensitive and age-appropriate ways.

Feelings of fear, powerlessness and vulnerability are common experiences all people

share whenever acts of hatred, terrorism, or mass shootings occur, and feelings are

personally compounded when the perpetrators are targeting a specific group of

people to which we may identify. Children and teens are not immune to these

feelings, but adults can help by providing information that answers their questions,

giving them opportunities to express how they feel, reassuring them that adults in

their lives are working to keep them safe, and helping them channel their feelings

into positive actions in their own lives and communities.

Before any discussion begins, every effort should be made to create an environment

where children will feel comfortable expressing their feelings and views. The

strategies and tools in Creating an Anti-Bias Learning Environment provide a useful

resource.

Family Conversations about Hate Incidents, Terrorism and Bias-Motivated
Violence

Every child’s development follows a varied and unique pace, and the skills needed to

dialogue effectively with them evolve as they grow. When incidents of hate, acts of

https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/creating-an-anti-bias-learning-environment


terrorism and acts of bias-motivated violence occur in your community or in the

broader society, children and teens necessarily have concerns and fears. Consider

the needs, challenges and individual personalities of the young people in your life

before deciding how to approach the conversation. And, when beginning the

conversations, take a few minutes for your young person to think about some rules

that would help them to feel safe, especially when they want to talk about issues that

may be scary or unfamiliar to them. As they make suggestions, you may want to

write them down. (Click here for some general guidelines for young people of

different ages.)

Ground Rules for Discussion

Prior to engaging in a discussion about the ideas and feelings of young people about

a recent incident of violence or hate, it is helpful to create ground rules that promote

a safe and supportive atmosphere where youth feel comfortable and where they

perceive that their ideas and feelings are accepted and valued. As a family member

engaging in these conversations, you will not need formal “ground rules” but it is

important to set a tone of safety, respect, listening and confidentiality.

How can we begin and continue conversations about terror and violence with

youth? What can we say or do to help our young people feel safe?

Some Considerations

Below are some additional recommendations to guide discussions with children

and teens:

Before talking with children or teens, make sure you feel prepared to discuss

the incident and/or topic.

Treat all young people’s questions with respect and seriousness.

Answer questions as clearly and honestly as you can and use simple language

in terms they can understand.

https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/documents/assets/pdf/education-outreach/empowering-young-people-in-the-aftermath.pdf


Lesson Plans You Can Use

Ground Rules for Discussion (PDF): An activity for upper elementary, middle and

high school students to help create ground rules that promote a safe and supportive

atmosphere where youth feel comfortable and where they perceive that their ideas

and feelings are accepted and valued.

Balancing the Good and the Bad (PDF): An activity that provides upper elementary

school students an opportunity to investigate some of the bad and hateful things

that happen in society as well as good or helpful things that people do to fight hate.

The Trouble with Stereotypes (PDF): An activity that provides upper elementary

school students an opportunity to examine how people develop stereotypes and to

consider how stereotypes can lead to prejudice and other hate behaviors.

Remembering Those Hurt by Hate (PDF): An activity that provides middle and high

school students an opportunity to remember people who have been hurt by hate and

to create a unique way to express their hopes that such events will not happen again.

The Escalation of Hate (PDF): An activity that provides middle and high school

students the opportunity to examine the escalating nature of hate and to consider

the difficulty of stopping the progression once it begins.

Young people often struggle to understand why these incidents take place and

what motivates people who perpetrate these crimes.

Be alert for signs of distress in children.

Ask young people what they are hearing from friends, classmates and through

social media.

It is always very useful to highlight for children the people who helped the

victims and their families during these incidents as well as those who

supported them afterwards.

http://www.adl.org/assets/pdf/education-outreach/ground-rules-for-discussion.pdf
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